206      THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE
"They say this and that, but how should I know,
Hamadoru?"
"You know nothing about it yourself, then?"
"No, Hamadoru."
"Do you know the Mudalali Fernando?"
"No, Hamadoru."
"You don't know him? Doesn't he stay in the
hut adjoining your compound?"
"I have seen him there. I have never spoken
with him."
"Did you hear of anything between him and your
daughter?"
"They talk, Hamadoru."
"What did they say?"
"They said he wanted my daughter."
"Who said?   When?"
"This man" (pointing to Babun).
"When?"
"Three or four days ago."
"You know nothing more, yourself, about this?"
"No, Hamadoru."
Neither Babun nor Babehamfs proctor asked
Silindu any questions; he was told to go away, and
was pushed out of court by the peon. The case
was over, only the judgment had to be delivered
now. The judge leant back in his chair, gazing over
the jungle at the distant hills. There was not a